JAMES J. FLORIO

January 8, 2014
Dear Friends:
I am writing to tell you why I support the Pinelands Preservation Alliance’s campaign to
create the Brendan T. Byrne Fund for The Pinelands.
The Pinelands is dear to me, as it is to my friend and colleague, the Hon. Brendan T.
Byrne. In the 1970’s, I worked with Governor Byrne and his team in New Jersey to fashion The
Pinelands Growth Management Program. I introduced Section 303 of the National Parks and
Recreation Act of 1978, which created the Pinelands National Reserve. Later on, as Governor of
New Jersey, I had the opportunity to help to implement The Pinelands Comprehensive
Management Plan. From 2002 to 2005, I served as Chair of the Pinelands Commission.
Having seen The Pinelands protection process up close and from a variety of perspectives
over its 35-year history, I understand just what an extraordinary achievement this effort is – and
just how hard it is to sustain that achievement over time. New Jersey is already the country’s
most crowded state, so the presence of hundreds of thousands of acres of forests and farm fields
makes these open spaces a tempting target for building homes, offices and shopping malls. The
aquifers beneath The Pinelands' forests are being used, in some areas unsustainably, to supply
water for millions of residents and visitors every year. The challenges will grow as open spaces
outside The Pinelands’ conservation areas are used up. Only strong political support, backed up
by broad public support, will save The Pinelands and its truly unique natural resources.
That brings me to the Pinelands Preservation Alliance. The Alliance is the leading
advocate for The Pinelands, working across our state and region to raise awareness about The
Pinelands and help families and individuals experience the wonders of The Pinelands first-hand.
The Alliance argues for The Pinelands without fear or favor. During the 24 years since The
Alliance was founded, I have come to respect the commitment, intelligence and integrity of The
Alliance – and to appreciate the indispensible job that it is doing for all of us.
The Brendan T. Byrne Fund for The Pinelands will honor one of our state’s greatest
leaders and ensure that The Alliance can carry out its critical mission. I hope you will support
The Byrne Fund Campaign, so that the Pinelands Preservation Alliance can be the most effective
possible voice for The Pinelands for many years to come.
Sincerely yours,

